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August was the inaugural month of our social activities group, and three 
activities were arranged. Bearing in mind that many people were on holiday, 
attendance was perhaps not a reliable indicator of future success. 

 

1st August 

Jocelyn’s Creative Writing Workshop 

This was presented flawlessly, and well received by the many members who 
attended. By the end of the session, we had all written different individual 
stories based on the topic of ‘An elderly person you know’, and many of us, 
who were not used to writing, surprised ourselves at how productive we had 
been. Thanks to Jocelyn for awakening our inner authors. 

 

3rd August 

Joan Jonas exhibition at the Tate Modern 

This was attended by only two members, but was interesting in its fusion of art 
and film. The videos presented were certainly eye-catching, and provided an 
alternative way of seeing everyday life. Taking time to appreciate what was in 
each section enhanced understanding of the message conveyed by the artist. 

 

10th August 

Frida Kahlo exhibition ‘Making Herself Up’ at the Victoria and Albert Museum 

This was again only attended by two members, but hopefully others will take 
the opportunity to explore this excellent exhibition, which has previously never 
been seen outside Mexico. Based on incidents throughout her colourful life, 
and containing many of her original paintings and outfits, it traces her life from 
her early days to her death, exploring her relationships, the devastating 
accident which disabled her for the rest of her life, her home La Casa Azul, her 
revolutionary sympathies , her love of nature, and her incredible fashion sense 
and love of colour. 

 

(Discuss suitable day/ time for events. Also how many?) 



Future events 

Thursday 13th September 5 p.m. (closes at 7 p.m.)  FREE 
 
SuffrageArts  exhibition “A Stone’s Throw from Westminster” 
Holborn Library, Camden Local Studies & Archives Centre, 2nd Floor, Holborn 
Library, 32-38 Theobalds Road, London WC1X 8PA.   
Meet Jane at 5 p.m. outside entrance to Exhibition 
http://www.thesuffragettes.org/home/exhibition-stones-throw-westminster/ 
 
Until 16th September 

‘Next Lesson’ at Above the Stag  

Play by Chris Woodley, directed by Andrew Beckett 

“I am going to talk about homosexuality in my lesson Val. Because you stand 
there saying that we aren’t allowed to, when really... I think you don’t like gay 
people.” The laugh-out-loud, thoughtful and inventive Next Lesson charts 18 
years in the life of a fictional South London school. In 1988, 14 year old Michael 
comes out as gay. Later he returns as a teacher. In the background: the 
notorious Section 28 of Thatcher’s Local Government Act, which prohibited 
schools from “promoting homosexuality”. Next Lesson is Chris Woodley’s 
much-praised play about being gay at school: male and female, staff and 
students. It was first staged in a sell-out run at the Pleasance Theatre.Enjoy 
Andrew Beckett's brand new production. Standard tickets £18.50 from  
https://bit.ly/2Mz3LcK 72 Albert Embankment 020 3488 2815 

3rd to 22nd September 

‘Sylvia’ at The Old Vic 

Brought to you by The Old Vic, Sadler’s Wells and hip hop dance troupe 
ZooNation, this Kate Prince Company production, co-commissioned by 14-18 
NOW, is a new musical about suffragette Sylvia Pankhurst. Kate Prince is set to 
use dance, soul, funk and hip hop, to bring to life this incredible story about a 
momentous hour in British history. Co-written by Kate Prince and Priya 
Parmar, with original music by Josh Cohen and DJ Walde, Sylvia celebrates the 
pivotal role that Sylvia Pankhurst played in the campaign for women’s rights 
and the price of the passion and politics that ripped her family apart.played in 
the campaign for women’s rights and the price of the passion and politics that 
ripped her family apart.The Cut, London SE1 8NB 0844 871 7628Tickets £32.00 
from https://www.encoretickets.co.uk/london-theatre/musicals/sylvia 

http://www.thesuffragettes.org/home/exhibition-stones-throw-westminster/
https://bit.ly/2Mz3LcK
https://www.encoretickets.co.uk/venue/old-vic-theatre
https://www.encoretickets.co.uk/venue/sadlers-wells
0844%20871%207628
https://www.encoretickets.co.uk/london-theatre/musicals/sylvia


Future events 

From October 2nd to 27th 

‘Bullet Hole’ drama about FGM at the Park Theatre, 13 Clifton 

Terrace, London, N4 3JP(020) 7870 6876 Tickets £18 from 
https://www.parktheatre.co.uk/boxoffice/bullet-hole 

Young Londoner Cleo was given her ‘gift’ at age seven – except that ‘gift’ left 
her with type 3 Female Genital Mutilation. 
 
How can Cleo love her body, when her husband brutally sexually assaults her? 
Finding strength after this hideous act, Cleo resolves to go against her family’s 
wishes and seek reversal surgery. On her journey of healing, Cleo meets Eve, a 
fellow FGM survivor who is instantly drawn to her… 
 
A story of hope, love and human rights played by an all-female cast. Shortlisted 
for the Alfred Fagon Audience Award 2017. 
  
Please note: This performance contains adult themes which may be a trigger 
for some audience members. If you have any concerns please do not hesitate 
to contact rachel.mccall@parktheatre.co.uk 

Saturday 13th October 

The Electric Landladies, Old Granada Cinema, 186 Hoe Street, 
Walthamstow, E17 4QH  Book tickets via wegottickets.com  £13.20 
Blow the Fuse presents the Electric Landladies in London: Mirth, Marvel & 
Maud for the first time at the iconic Old Granada Cinema on Walthamstow's 
Hoe Street, now known as Mirth, Marvel and Maud. The original 1930s 
spacious foyer bar with original décor and seating is all there – and we’ll be 
playing in ‘Maud’ with the old cinema seats on each side and a lovely big space 
for dancing.  
Mainline rail and tube stations are a close walk. 
One of London’s best live party bands, they've appeared at the Forum, the 
Dome, Rich Mix, main stage at Pride, Spitalfields Festival and the reopening of 
Stoke Newington Town Hall, where 300 people were turned away. Recent 
additions Jenny Carr on keyboards and backing vocals – and fabulous new 
singer Rachael Hunt – means the band are really rocking.  
Come and join us for the first time in this brilliant venue! 
 

https://www.parktheatre.co.uk/boxoffice/bullet-hole
http://wegottickets.com/


 
(alternative date and venue) Friday 7th December at 8 p.m.  
The Electric Landladies, Boston Music Room, Tufnell Park 
Book tickets via See Group Ltd.  £17.37 
 
 
Suggested Winter Solstice Meal mid December 
Mesi’s Kitchen, Ethiopian restaurant 
128 Holloway Road, Highbury East, London N7 8JE  020 7018 2640 
(including Secret Solstice where you bring a present worth £5) 

 

 


