
 

 

Notes from visit to K1 Co-Housing, Cambridge - July 2017   
 
Jude 
Jocelyn  
Elaine 
 
Three key contacts were Chris: 07803 503 222  
                   Jan :  07986 107245  
and Francis Wright, a lawyer, who is happy to be contacted if we need more information 
Mobile: 07973 186549  Email: fwrighthr@gmail.com 
 
 
The project started about 16 years ago - currently there is only one of the original 
members involved.  The build has commenced and exected completion is 2018.  
Stephen Hill from Cohousing U.K. Cambridge approached Cambridge council for land. 
Suggested we speak with Stephen Hill who is currently involved with a London-based Co-
Housing group.   
 
KI is the first ever three way collaboration between cohousers, the Council and the 
developer and they haven’t had to raise funds at the outset to purchase the land which is 
key.  The landowner Cambridge City Council and South Cambridgeshire Planning 
Authority have facilitated this relationship.  TOWN were one of two developers who won a 
bidding process  initiated by Cambridge City Council. TOWN  work in partnership with 
Trivselhus. TOWNhus is building the homes of K1 members which are being custom-built 
(to a ‘menu’ of different possible styles). It is  NOT a self-build scheme so that getting a 
mortgage for an off-plan purchase is easier than for a self build.  Equally, it was suggested 
that restriction on who can purchase properties is likely to mean that it is more difficult for 
purchasers to access mortgage loans. When all the K1 homes are bought, ownership of 
the land and other shared assets will be transferred from TOWNhus to Cambridge 
Cohousing Ltd i.e. KI members.  
 
Cambridge City Council were apparently surprised by the figures offered by bidders during 
the tendering process and TOWN paid £6 million for the site (when CCC expectation when 
putting out to tender had been that they would achieve nearer £3 million.) This is likely to 
have had an influence on the three price increases for units that the group has 
experienced since TOWN became the developer.  Other unexpected costs have included 
a higher than anticipated price for moving the Electricity sub-station that is on the land. 
 
There will be 2 or 3 rented Social Housing units but K1 will have no control/ involvement in 
how these are allocated.  
 
The allocation of land to parking spaces has been a big issue for them since Cambridge 
City Council Planning have required that each unit have more than 1 parking space.  This 
has had an impact on the overall design of the scheme.      
 
K1 do not have membership criteria - they see the group as self selecting by financial 
commitment. It is mixed ages - including single people, couples and families with children. 
Heterosexual. 
 
A small group of about six lead the project and they advised to accept that this was the 
way most projects have developed. They have regular socials to involve those who do not 
attend meetings and a newsletter. Rather like us, they have divided into different working 
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groups to progress the scheme which includes finance, community, legal stuff, utilities and 
publicity etc 
 
 
They have organised nonviolent communication and conflict resolution workshops. ‘Tap 
root’ is their facilitator and ‘Seeds for change’.  They make decisions by consensus.  There 
will be a common house where shared facilities will be enjoyed by everyone. These may 
include meals, laundry, gardens, trees and outside space, shared gym and playroom for 
children. The costs of building the co-house are embedded into costs of each property. 
This was felt to be desirable as no council tax is then payable on the co-house.  
 
 
Their legal structure:  
Started as unincorporated association and suggested we should be. 
They suggested wait to move to Company limited by guarantee - buy it off the shelf.  
They also recommended Industrial provident society.  A simple governance structure was 
advised as being the best. 
 
They suggested we look at Oxford CoHousing online or the  Cooperative structure of Lilac. 


